WAIKATO REGIONAL COUNCIL PROPOSED WAIKATO REGIONAL PLAN CHANGE 1
WAIKATO AND WAIPA RIVER CATCHMENTS

Submission Form

Submission on a publically noftified proposed Regional Plan prepared under the
Resource Management Act 1991.

On: The Waikato Regional Councils proposed Waikato Regional Plan Change 1 -
Waikato and Waipa River Catchments

To: Waikato Regional Council
401 Grey Street
Hamilton East
Private bag 3038
Waikato Mail Center
HAMILTON 3240

Complete the following
Full Name: gcﬂ?ﬁNAﬂ[ /)7/5/24/,',' %/&/—WO Y 1) Aja//)m //3/2///]//) /)%Z{/k70.
Phone (Hm): C7 BR7/ SC7.
Phone (Wk): (07 %27/ 3C7
o 0.3 (o3
Postal Address: & LIncems Leno 2.3 WMO/&/D&E .
Phone (Cell): O 74446/ 7S .
Postcode: :5‘*,// QSA

Email: /‘g‘//r/ 'é/‘/?’) @/(C/ﬂ?m/ e 4

| am not a tfrade competitor for the purposes of the submission but the proposed plan has a direct impact on
my ability to farm. If changes sought in the plan are adopted they may impact on others but | am not in direct
trade competition with them.

| wish to be heard in support of this submission.

Signctﬁre/ date
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new zealand
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The specific provisions my submission
relates to are:

State specifically what Objective,
Policy, Rule, map, glossary, or issue you
are referring to.

My submission is that:

State:

+ whether you support, or oppose each provision
listed in column 1;

o brief reasons for your views.

The decision | would like the Waikato Regional
Council to make is:

Give:

s precise details of the outcomes you
would like to see for each provision. The
more specific you can be the easier it
will be for the Council to understand the
outcome you seek

Provision

| support/ oppose/ and for each whether or not you wish
to amend

The reasons for this are:

| seek that the provision is: Deleted in its entirety/
Retained as proposed/ amended as set out
below

As an alternative | propose




Introduction

Sue and | farm sheep and beef on 430 hectares at the top end of the Mangapiko Catchment. We
started farming in 1969 and have expanded the property since then.

During the late 1970’s with the assistance of the W.V.A. we soil mapped the property and began soil
conservation work. Over the years this lead to biodiversity protection and more laterly, stock
exclusion from waterways, retiring unproductive land and wetland restoration.

Despite the 30 plus years of doing a bit each year, we still have 10 years work in front of us and have
a substantial annual maintenance commitment for work already done.

in our experience, having a plan along with an annual budget for capital works are the most
important things in making progress. The latter of course, requires the farm to be profitable. The
other important thing is to do it once and do it right.

In our view, the Farm Environment Plan should be the centrepiece of P.C.I. It should be the
mechanism to identify sources of water degradation at a farm level. The plan should set the
priorities, timelines and be the means of checking progress. There needs to be some flexibility to
accommodate unknowns but the auditing of plans should be sufficiently robust to keep people
honest.

P.C.1 rules such as the provision for the N.cap and stock exclusion override priority setting at a farm
level. While it is accepted it is easier to hold landowners to account with definitive rules, this can
override the principle of determining where containment loads are coming from and using that as a
means of prioritising. For example, in our case we have 40 wetlands that require stock exclusions
under the rules. Stock still have access to about half of those sites. We know from independent
water testing over 18 months that they are low contaminant sources.

On the other hand, several unfenced bush patches are at the top end of steep gullies are high
contaminant sites. Under P.C.| a planner will override the priorities set in the F.E.P because the rules
say so.

In our experience, one impediment to getting optimum environment outcomes is the influence an
inexperienced planner can have by focusing solely on numbers or detail as opposed to outcome.

As a long term Farm Environment Judge( BFEA ), | look at how well a riparian margin is managed, the
consideration of overland water flow paths and is the fencing fit for purpose? Someone
inexperienced will look at setback distances and whether the slope is under or over 15%.

In my view, a key to the success of P.C.| will be having Farm Environment planners with the right skill
set and those doing the signing off and auditing of F.E.P having practical knowledge to allow them to
make valued judgements.

If we look at what we have achieved on our property over the past 30 plus years and consider what
it might look like had we been farming under P.P.C1 , we would be well short of where we are today.

The biggest advantage we had was the luxury of being able to consider the wider environmental
issues and not constrained to focusing just on water quality.



We are now confronted with a future where everyone wants plans from Heaith and Safety to the
supermarket we supply but no one is taking an overall perspective.

As a consequence, we are now less confident about the future of hill country farming than we were
when we first started out.

Bilt Garland
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| seek that the provision is: Deleted in its entirety/
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| seek that the provision is: Deleted in its entirety/
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below

As an alternative | propose
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